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This document provides a summary of incidents and trends involving explosive devices as reported in various 
unclassified publications during October 2011. As this report seeks to share information of explosive events with the 
broader civil-military community, the use of the term IED has been expanded to include explosive incidents in general 
and is not restricted solely to devices that have been improvised. Related information is available at www.cimicweb.org. 
Hyperlinks to source material are highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. 
 

 

NATO‟s Defence against Terrorism Centre of Excellence (DaT-CoE) reported 391 people were killed and 858 

others injured globally from 309 IED, vehicle-borne IED, or suicide bomber attacks during October 2011. The 

casualties from these IED attacks make up 46.3% of the victims from all terrorist incidents, yet IED attacks
1
 

comprise 37.9% of global terrorism events reported during the month.   

The fact that IEDs caused a proportionately greater share of casualties
2
 than other methods

3
 of terrorist attacks in 

October is not unusual. A review of data from the DaT-CoE monthly terrorism reports over the past year (figure 1) 

shows that while IED attacks comprise an average of 38.4% of reported global terrorism events, they are 

responsible for over 53% of the casualties from all terrorism events. 

 
                                                                 
1Include IED explosions, vehicle-borne IED attacks, and suicide attacks 
2Casualties are defined as people killed or wounded 
3The DaT-CoE include IED, armed attack, clash, indirect fire, execution, vehicle-borne IED, abduction, suicide attack, raid, arson, cyber and hoax 
among its categories of terrorism incidents 
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Despite the threat posed by traditional roadside bombs, the greater dangers are high-profile suicide and vehicle-

borne IED (VBIED) attacks.  A closer look at the data (figure 2) indicates that vehicle-borne and suicide IED 

attacks constitute 17.4% of total IED events, but are responsible for nearly 45% of IED casualties. 

   

 
 

Afghanistan: Potential Implications of High-Profile Attacks 

A Washington Post article on 29 October highlighted the Taliban‟s growing reliance on high-profile attacks
4
 in 

their effort to undermine the Afghan people‟s confidence in their government‟s ability to provide adequate 

security.    

One of the most significant high-profile attacks occurred when a suicide car bomber attacked an armoured shuttle 

bus in Kabul on 29 October, killing four American soldiers, one Canadian soldier, eight American civilian 

contract workers and four Afghans. The bus, known as a Rhino because of its heavy armour, was attacked on 

Darulaman Road, a route that links NATO bases in downtown Kabul to the Kabul Military Training Centre. The 

Taliban claimed responsibility for this attack, saying a suicide bomber drove a vehicle loaded with 1,500 pounds 

of explosives into the NATO vehicle. According to the New York Times, this was the deadliest attack against 

Americans in the capital since a suicide bomber attacked a convoy on 18 May 2010, killing five Americans and a 

Canadian.    

                                                                 
4High-profile attacks are generally considered to include vehicle-borne IEDs and suicide bombers. 
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Oct-10 406 1484 350 1096 18 260 38 128

Nov-10 405 2157 326 1247 25 582 54 328

Dec-10 338 2032 269 957 36 843 33 232

Jan-11 375 2354 318 975 23 886 34 493

Feb-11 375 1694 319 612 32 753 24 329

Mar-11 400 1782 347 969 22 531 31 282

Apr-11 442 2064 366 1429 36 424 40 211

May-11 471 2269 386 1200 31 545 54 524

Jun-11 447 2134 372 1290 32 521 43 323

Jul-11 439 1808 364 1102 28 262 47 444

Aug-11 424 2436 341 1273 37 735 46 428

Sep-11 319 2094 251 1025 33 651 35 418

Oct-11 309 1249 252 817 22 268 35 164

Average 7.4% of all IED attacks

Average 28% of total IED casualties

Average 10% of all IED attacks

Average 16.6% of total IED casualties

Figure 2 

Source: Data and charts compiled from DaT-CoE Oct 2010 – Oct 2011 monthly reports 
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On the same day, a teenage female suicide bomber attacked an office used by the Afghan National Directorate of 

Security, wounding five officers. Two days later, a suicide bomber crashed his vehicle into a checkpoint near the 

offices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Kandahar, killing four of the 

agency‟s staff members and an Afghan policeman, and injuring five other people.   

In other high-profile attacks, four militants, one of whom drove an explosive-laden vehicle, attempted to attack the 

US-run Provincial Reconstruction Team facilityin Rokha district, Panjshir province on 15 October. The facility 

was not damaged, but two Afghan truck drivers were killed along with the attackers. According to the Tribune, the 

police and governor‟s office in the province confirmed that this was the first suicide attack in the Panjshir valley 

since the war began. According to MahmoodSaikal, a former Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister and now an 

Afghan political analyst, asserts the insurgents‟ ability to strike in the heart of one of the most peaceful provinces 

„undermines the security transition process‟.  However, NATO stated that spectacular attacks only account for one 

percent of attacks in Afghanistan. Finally, on 24 October, UPI reported a suicide bomber tried to assassinate 

Afghan Interior MinisterBismullah Khan in Parwan province; however, guards were able to kill the bomber before 

he could detonate his vest.    

According to the New York Times, the attack on the armoured bus and other high-profile attacks are seen as a shift 

in Taliban strategy in response to the surge of military forces that has affected the Taliban‟s control in southern 

Afghanistan and impacted their ability to conduct more conventional attacks on NATO units. However, these 

high-profile attacks also highlight the Taliban‟s resilience and its ability to attack areas that were previously 

considered safe.    

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pakistan: Calcium Ammonium Nitrate (CAN) Fertiliser Smuggling   

According to Lieutenant General Michael D. Barbero, Director of the US Department of Defense Joint Improvised 

Explosive Device Defeat Organization (JIEDDO), more than 80% of the IEDs in Afghanistan use homemade 

explosive (HME) as its main charge. The majority of the HME is made from CAN fertiliser, which is produced 

legally by manufacturers globally. Most of the CAN fertiliser in Afghanistan is reportedly smuggled into the 

country, despite a presidential decree in January 2010 that banned its import, production, transportation, use, sale 

and storage.    

A 02 October article in USA Today cited Navy Captain Douglas Borrebach, Deputy Director of JIEDDO‟s 

resources and requirement division, as saying that many of the HME IEDs in Afghanistan are made from CAN 

fertiliser produced in Pakistan. In December 2009, a briefing by then Major General Michael Flynn, Director of 

Intelligence for ISAF, indicated AN-based explosives were found in 85% of all main charge IEDs and that 

Pakistan is the principle source of AN entering Afghanistan (figure  3).    

 

http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2011/10/29/5-injured-girl-attacks-nds-office
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2011/10/31/bombers-among-9-killed-kandahar-attack
http://www.theadvertiser.com/article/20111016/NEWS01/110160341/Militants-assault-US-base-Afghanistan?
http://www.theadvertiser.com/article/20111016/NEWS01/110160341/Militants-assault-US-base-Afghanistan?
http://tribune.com.pk/story/274646/suicide-attack-on-afghanistan-us-facility-kills-two/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/274646/suicide-attack-on-afghanistan-us-facility-kills-two/
http://apcd.anu.edu.au/vfp/currentvf.html
http://tribune.com.pk/story/274646/suicide-attack-on-afghanistan-us-facility-kills-two/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2011/10/24/Afghan-minister-targeted-unhurt/UPI-22511319433505/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2011/10/24/Afghan-minister-targeted-unhurt/UPI-22511319433505/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/30/world/asia/deadly-attack-strikes-nato-bus-in-kabul.html?pagewanted=1&_r=3&hp
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/30/world/asia/deadly-attack-strikes-nato-bus-in-kabul.html?pagewanted=1&_r=3&hp
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2011/11/dod-holds-first-homemade-explosives-conference-to-defeat-ieds/
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2011/11/dod-holds-first-homemade-explosives-conference-to-defeat-ieds/
http://ntm-a.com/wordpress2/archives/2715
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/story/2011-10-02/ieds-traced-to-pakistan/50638686/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/story/2011-10-02/ieds-traced-to-pakistan/50638686/1
https://km.cimicweb.org/sites/C-IED/Documents/General%20References/ISAF%20state%20of%20the%20insurgency%20-%20Dec2009%20(UNCLAS).pdf
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In August 2011, US Army Major General Dan Allyn, Commanding General of Regional Command East in 

Afghanistan, also expressed his concerns over continued smuggling of CAN from Pakistan across the border into 

Afghanistan. According to a 31 August Associated Press report, US officials say enough CAN fertiliser for at 

least 140,000 bombs were legally produced last year by Pakarab Fertilisers, Ltd, then smuggled by militants 

across the Pakistan – Afghan border into southern and eastern Afghanistan. US officials say Pakistan and Pakarab 

have expressed willingness to regulate the fertiliser, but it is a difficult issue that does not have easy solutions.   

Captain Borreback of JIEDDO said choking off the source of fertiliser is critical, but “the border is a sieve.  You 

can do your checkpoints, but that‟s not going to help stem the supply”.  However, Seth Jones, a researcher at the 

RAND Corporation, said trying to keep CAN from crossing the border is not necessarily the best alternative.  

“You could bang your head against a wall for eternity trying to keep ammonium nitrate from crossing the border”, 

Jones said.  Instead, he suggests building up the local security forces, pointing to the reductions with the IED 

problem achieved through improving security conditions in Kandahar province. On a slightly different approach, 

ABC News reported on 18 November that JIEDDO held its first HME conference this month in Crystal City, 

Virginia. The meeting, which included members of government, academia, and experts from the fertiliser 

industry, examined potential ways to reduce the impact of fertiliser materials in the making of HMEs. Some of the 

short term initiatives discussed include ways to make it more difficult to convert calcium aluminium nitrate into 

HME, making HME more easily detectable, or to make HME easier to track.   

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Yemen: Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and its Use of Improvised Explosive Devices  

This segment of the report examines al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) activities, to include the use of 

IEDs, in Yemen.It is not intended to address the broader aspects of AQAP‟s global and regional objectives, its 

goal to attack the US homeland, its leadership, or AQAP‟s future after the death of American-born cleric Anwar-

al-Awlaki.     

 

According to a Council for Foreign Relations background paper, AQAP has claimed responsibility for numerous 

attacks since 2006. The group was responsible for a suicide bomb attack in July 2007 that killed six Spanish 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Figure 3 

Source: Briefing by Major General Michael Flynn, Dec 2009 entitled ISAF: State of the Insurgency 

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/Politics/26-Aug-2011/Ammonium-nitrate-smuggling-from-Pak-of-concern-US-General
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/ap-impact-pakistani-fertilizer-fuels-afghan-bombs
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/ap-impact-pakistani-fertilizer-fuels-afghan-bombs
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/story/2011-10-02/ieds-traced-to-pakistan/50638686/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/military/story/2011-10-02/ieds-traced-to-pakistan/50638686/1
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2011/11/dod-holds-first-homemade-explosives-conference-to-defeat-ieds/
http://www.cfr.org/yemen/al-qaeda-arabian-peninsula-aqap/p9369
http://www.cfr.org/yemen/al-qaeda-arabian-peninsula-aqap/p9369
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-465760/At-Spanish-tourists-killed-Yemen-terror-attack.html
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tourists,  an 18 January 2008 shooting attack which killed two Belgian tourists and two drivers in Hadramat, and 

an attack on the US Embassy in Sanaa in September 2008 that resulted in the death of six Yemeni security 

personnel and four bystanders. The attack on the US Embassy was a complex attack, using vehicles, explosives, 

and small arms, with suicide bombers reportedly disguised in local Yemeni security forces uniforms.   

 

In January 2009, al-Qaeda-affiliated militants based in Yemen and Saudi Arabia announced a merger between the 

two organisations to form AQAP. According to analysts, the move was designed to bring Saudi al-Qaeda 

members who had fled Saudi Arabia and Yemeni  militants together under one umbrella as a first step towards 

launching attacks throughout the region. Gregory Johnsen, a Yemen expert, said the merger “effectively 

transformed al-Qaeda from a local chapter to a regional franchise”.   

 

Attacks in 2009 
 

Of the IED attacks that have been attributed to AQAP in 2009, the primary delivery methods appear to have been 

through suicide bombers. On 15 March 2009, a teenage suicide bomber detonated his explosive vest while posing 

for photographs with South Korean tourists near the ancient fortress city of Shibhan, a UNESCO World Heritage 

site, killing four Koreans and two Yemeni tour guides. Three days later, a suicide bomber attempted, 

unsuccessfully, to attack a South Korean official sent to investigate the bombing. In Saudi Arabia, on 27 August 

2009, a suicide bomber detonated an IED in Jiddah, wounding Prince Muhammed bin Nayef bin Abdulaziz, the 

Saudi Arabian Assistant Minister of the Interior of Security Affairs. In a non-suicide IED related attack, AQAP 

assailants fired on two police cars in Hydramawt on 3 November 2009, killing five police officers.    

 

Perhaps the most notable of the AQAP attacks in 2009 was the failed Christmas Day bombing of Northwest 

Airlines Flight 253. Flight 253 was an Airbus A330 jet carrying 278 passengers from Amsterdam to Detroit. The 

attacker, Abul Farouk Umar Abdulmutallab, was a 23-year old Nigerian student who had more than 80 grams of 

PETN sewn into his underwear. Investigators said the plot to blow up an American passenger jet over Detroit 

failed because the detonator may have been too small or was not in proper contact with the explosive material.      

 

An Examination of AQAP Means of Attack in 2010 
 

The Global Terrorism Database, maintained by the University of Maryland‟s National Consortium for the Study 

of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), provided the quantitative data on 2010 terrorist incidents in 

Yemen.   

 

Figure 4 - Terrorism Events in Yemen by Organisation– 2010 

AQAP Al-Shabaab Houthis
5
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As shown in figure 4, there were a total of 110 documented terrorism attacks
7
 in Yemen in 2010. Of these, 45 

attacks were directly attributable to AQAP, 20 were carried out by other extremist organisations, and 45 were not 

attributable to any identifiable groups, but may have been conducted by AQAP.   
                                                                 
 
5The Houthis, also known as Al Houthi, are a powerful local Yemeni clan in the northwest Yemeni province of Saada.  The Houthis are a 

fundamentalist offshoot of Shia Muslim faith.  They have waged a rebellion against the central government since 2004.   
6The Southern Mobility Movement is an umbrella organisation for many secessionist oriented groups in southern Yemen. 

Source: compiled from University of Maryland’s National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism &Responses to Terrorism Global Terrorism Database 
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Unlike the 2009 attacks, which favoured suicide bombings, AQAP used multiple means to conduct its operations 

in 2010. Of the 45 events attributed to AQAP, armed assaults were used in nearly half the cases, followed by 

bombings and assassinations (figure5). This pattern of attack activities is consistent with the general pattern of all 

terrorism events reported in Yemen in 2010.   

 

 
The majority of AQAP‟s attacks in 2010 (36 of 45) targeted military, 

police, or government officials. The remaining nine attacks targeted 

utilities, businesses, or religious figures / institutions. However, the 

most deadly of the IED attacks include two bombings that targeted 

Shias in northern Yemen. On 24 November 2010, an IED attack on a 

religious procession in Al-Jawf province killed 23 Houthi fighters 

and injured 30 other people. Two days later, a suicide vehicle-borne 

IED attack targeted a convoy of mourners in a funeral procession, 

killing forty and injuring twelve.     
 

 

 

 

 

Other IED-related incidents attributed to AQAP include a 03 August 2010 suicide motorcycle-borne attack in 

Aden that killed one person and injured eight, two IEDs that exploded near a sports club in Aden on  

10 October that killed two and injured 12, and a 04 November 2010 vehicle-borne IED attack in Ad Dali that 

killed two civilians and injured 13. AQAP was also reportedly responsible for three IED attacks on Yemen‟s oil 

pipelines. While the explosions themselves did not result in any casualties, there was significant damage to the 

pipeline facilities.   

 
In attacks on Western interests, the Guardian reported that a rocket propelled grenade was fired at the car of the 

British deputy ambassador to Yemen on 06 October 2010. While no group claimed responsibility, the incident 

bore the hallmarks of an AQAP attack. According to the Guardian, it was the second time in six months that 

British officials had been targeted in Yemen. In April, a suspected al-Qaeda suicide bomber had attacked the 

British ambassador‟s convoy. The ambassador escaped unharmed, but three people were injured. While there were 

a number of incidents in 2009 and 2010 targeting foreigners, there was only one incident of that nature reported in 

2011. A British citizen working in Aden was killed on 20 July 2011 by an IED planted in his car. According to the 

BBC, the man was working as a marine surveyor and witnesses said the car exploded when the man turned on the 

ignition.   

 
Attacks in 2011 

 
For much of 2011, Yemen has been involved in a protracted political tug-of-war between President Ali 

AbduallahSaleh and an opposition movement that wants him out of office. In June, a rocket fired into the 

Presidential compound killed four people and injured President Saleh, ending hopes for a peaceful resolution to 

what has been termed a tribal conflict. While the Arab Spring has seemingly brought hopes to millions of people 

in Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya, a CBS News report on 6 June 2011 says it has brought chaos and violence to Yemen. 

US officials are concerned that the country will become a safe haven for terrorist groups like AQAP. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
7 Acts of terrorism include armed assaults, assassinations, bombings, infrastructure attacks, and kidnapping / taking of hostages. 

Source: produced from data extracted from University of 

Maryland’s National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism 

and Responses to Terrorism Global Terrorism Database 

 

Figure 5 
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A tabulation of  DaT-CoE‟s monthly summary of terrorism events between 01 January and 01 October 2011 

indicate 190 of the 247 terrorist incidents in Yemen are classified as armed attacks, clashes, raids or abductions. 

27 other attacks involved the use of IEDs (figure6).   

 
 Figure 6 - Terrorism events in Yemen 2011 by Type 

 Armed 

attack 

IED Indirect fire 

(mortars, rockets) 

Clashes, raids, 

abductions 

Others Total  

01 Jan – 01 Oct 54 27 11 136 19 247 

 

 

Yemen‟s government usually accuses AQAP of being behind many attacks, however, unless an insurgent group 

issues a statement of responsibility, attribution of attacks to any particular organisation is difficult.     

 

With respect to IED incidents, vehicle-borne IEDs (VBIED) and suicide bombers appeared to have been the 

primary means of attack and security force personnel the primary targets. Many of the attacks have occurred in the 

south, near Aden. One of the deadliest attacks in the Middle East in June 2011 was a VBIED explosion in Abyan 

province, a province near Aden, which killed 30 soldiers and wounded 12 others. In another attack, the Long War 
Journal reported that a car bomb exploded on 24 July in Aden, killing nine Yemeni soldiers and injuring scores 

more. On 04 September, five soldiers were killed and eight others wounded when a car bomb detonated at a 

security checkpoint in Aden. In October, a bomb blast at a police station headquarters injured a high ranking 

officer and eight other security personnel in Aden. Regarding suicide bomber attacks, the Long War Journal 

reported that a pair of suicide bombers killed 12 people in attacks on pro-governmental tribal forces on 21 August 

2011.   

 

Some of the IED attacks appeared to have targeted high ranking Yemeni officials. According to Reuters, Yemen‟s 

defence minister survived a suicide bomb attack on his convoy on 27 September 2011. However, a Yemeni air 

force colonel was killed by an explosion from an IED hidden in his vehicle on 11 October 2011. Finally, in an 

article on 29 October 2011, the New York Times reported the head of counterterrorism in the southern port city of 

Aden was killed by an explosive device planted in his car.    

 

Conclusion  
 
According to a recent paper published by the Combating Terrorism Centre, the deaths of Anwar al-Awlaki and 

Samir Khan on 30 September 2011 were tactical victories for US counterterrorism efforts, however, their deaths 

will likely not affect AQAP‟s operations in Yemen or the organisation‟s desire to attack the interest of the United 

States.    

 

The US Department of State‟s travel warning for Yemen considers the security threat level in Yemen to be 

extremely high. While most of the IED attacks appear to target Yemeni security forces, on-going civil unrest and 

violent clashes will likely remain a serious concern for non-government organisation or international organisation 

workers who travel to, or work in, Yemen.   

 

 

Source: Data aggregated from DaT-CoE monthly terrorismreports 

If your organisation has unclassified, validated density or trends data that you wish to share with the wider civil-

military community, we would be pleased if you could provide this information to the CimicWeb C-IED Knowledge 

Manager at john.caldwell@cimicweb.org. If and when published, we would credit the source appropriately. 

As always, your comments and feedback are welcome. Please email comments to the CFC Operations & Strategic 

Engagement Officer, robin.barnett@cimicweb.org. We encourage you to share this unclassified thematic report 

with other interested civilian or military personnel.   
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